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Vho started the L.A. riots? 


lex Constantine, a Los An}>eles-based 
earcher and reporter, sifts through the 
es of the 1992 riots and follows the foot- 
H of provocateurs, spies and cover-up 
Sts—with a comparative postscript on 
invisible government’s activities amid 
1965 Watts riots. 


t»nstantine’s reports on the intelligence 
lilishment and American politics have 
Lared on KAZL-FM in Monterey, CA, 
K-FM in Los Angeles, in Z Magazine, 
L.A. Weekly, Random Lengths, Coast 

and now as a quarterly in low-priced 
format. 
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“■The teaching of history is that provocation in all countries all times—in 
France, England, Russia, Germany and in the United Stales has been 
predominately a matter of policy.’" 

—Paul Chevigny 
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O n ihc evening of April 29, 1992, the sky line Los 
Angeles smoldereU in red firelight The announcotof 
a verdict in the first Rodney King case was aa exbatbn 
to violence, setting off a chain of skirmishes ihrnughout the ci ty—t just 
at Florence and Normandie. There were, simtil^^tieous with Rstiald 
Dcnny*s torment, reports of hjoting at Munchcsicr and Vermont, nfire 
on Broadway with “numerous people down.’'Al Coliseum Strt: and 
Martin Luther King ir Boulevard., a group of pelted nfcs at 

passing carsP 

Two weeks later, L.A. Police Chief Daryl F.Gates would tell liters 
that the LAPD and FBI were investigatingpossibility till the 
skirmishes were “planned and coordinated” gangs. “Than one 
of the things we are attempting to do,” he said'i^^ inuch f this 

was planned,”^ 

In fact, a task force of 1(X) investigators frtniill>i Mil niid other Ideral, 
state and local police agencies annou that i had 

discovered “some organized efforts to attack f-P' store, hut 

has not found that gangs planned the violence^ 

Planning and coordination were obviousTranhLam, 
owner of the Peach Tree Market. At 9:00 p.ni.,C'*^P^^I 29ih, a car Ull of 
looters broke into the market. Shortly therealji^ second car pul id up 
and disgorged an occupant, who set the storeuf^' *^^’***^ 

truck was struck from behind. The driver and a pussmger 

opened fire. Lam was hit four times. At tliat another store owned 

by Tranh Lam was set aflame.^ 

There were indeed earmarks of coordination oi the 

streets—but not by the volatile street Angples, 


9 




HI *' ' 'i /l 

■|kW 

KW- 

H ' 1 


Hl V -.:! 


I 

1 

.-.V . 



As smoke and ash began to stain the sky, Vernon Broyssard, a national 
guardsman, and a companion, Jeffrey Sandoval, were driving slowly down 
Wilshire Boulevard. Both wore dark clotJimg. The license tags had been 
downtumed so the vehicle couldn’t be ideniified, A passing Beverly Hills 
cop spotted the tags and stopped the can Broussard and Sandoval admitted 
they were armed. Police searched the car and hmm\ a .357 magnum. They 
also turned up two gas cans, glass bottles, rags—the raw ingredients for 
Molotov cocktails. Suspecting Broussard and Santloval of participation in 
the rioting, prosecutors filed felony counts for pohscssion of a flammable 
substance and pos-scssion of incendiary bombs.The pmscculion ended in 
a mistrial when the jury failed to reach a unanimous verdict,^ 

Prosecutors and police were of the opinion that Broussard, the son of a 
use profes,sor of education, and his companion meant to hike pan in the 
rioting. Deputy District Attorney Carol Nejera argud that they **intended 
to do something . . . improper and inappropriate.” There is disagreement as 
to whether Broussard was actually called to dutv during the riots, as he 
contended. Defense Attorney Warren Ettinger s^tidthat Broussard, who 
attended the trial in uniform, put in 16-hour shifts on the riot-wracked 
streets, and returned to duty after a postponement in his arraignment. This 
is the version reported in the Los Angeles Broussard was 

assigned to riot duty at all is denied emphatically by Sgt George Olsen, a 
public affairs officer for the National Guard. Osen informed the Santa 
Monica Evening Outlook that Broussard was seat on riot patrol 
{contradicting his attorney’s appeal to sympattiyfor a butllc-scuiTcd 
soldier). Sgt. Olsen, reported the Outlook, ‘‘wantstomake thul very clear* 
Broussard told the jury that he ventured into the Tmt tumults of the 
rioting to help a stranded motorist. The fire boms decohered in his trunk 
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LiMi\ Tackwood at the Ciais Hau^e, former home (f the lAPD ’.t Ciiminat Compiracy Section 












render this defense improbable. 

Meanv^bile, a former police dog trainer from Holly VH,^ood, b> his own 
account, was sent by the LAPD into the anxious heat"t: of Koreatown to 
discharge flares at Korean-owned shops. His acconipli<^^*'^* equipped with 
waMe-talkies, timed the firing of the flares with tlic^ jnassing of black 
motorists to make it appear that they were responsible. 

Most people are oblivions to the existence of politici^il provocateurs, but 
they constitute an important chapter in the history of yVincrican rioting, 
especially since the Vietnam era. 

To illustrate: In 1971, Lee Smith, an ex-convict front the California 
Men's Colony, testified before Congress that he d been paid to foment 
prison unrest. He’d been instructed by authorities to blame “Marxist 
revolutionary forces” for stirring up the violence. Afterward, conditions at 
the penal colony worsened.® 

Louis Tackwood, formerly an undercover operative of the LAPD s 
Criminal Conspiracy Section (CCS), defined an agent provocateur as 
police agent who is introduced to any political organisation with 
instructions to foment discontent.'*^ A provocateur incites v iolence, giving 
authorities a justificatioato respond. 

A quarter century of pro vocaieur-in spired civil disturbances reflect on 
the turmoil of May 1992. Tackwood, who^d been recruited by CCS to 
provoke prison riots, blew the w'histle in 1971,, charging that the secret 
LAPD unit had been “set up on the same basis as the CIA. CCS agents, 
he told the press, 'Vent to Washington, D^C.., ^iiid at one lime or another 
have been trained by the Federal Bureau.^’ Tac^kwood disclosed that the 
agents of CCS were sponsored by the federal intelligence apparatus. Like 
J. Edgar Hoover said, ‘They're ray boys, they’ my noys. 
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The Tackwood revelations converged the Watergate scandal and 
the White House Plumbers unit, which is alleged lo have spent $10 million 
on piilitical provocations and other forms of subicrruge.^^ The CCS was 
directly linked to the Washington, D.C,based Inter-Agency Group on 
Domestic Intelligence and Internal S^^^urity, a little-known covert 
operations unit made up of right-wing agents from the FBI, CIA, the 
Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA), Nati:^iil Security Council, Army, Air 
Force, Navy and local police departments" 

Federal inielligcuce agencies still mesi with the LAPD, especially the 
Organized Crime Intelligence Division ((fro). Mike Kolhmiller, a former 
OCTD detective, slunibled upon the syni:^>i^is and sum madly fell prey to 
an assailant’s bullet. The chief suspeem the attempted murder. Jack 
Ingraham, is a wealthy Orange County erfloyee of an aircraft leasing firm 
at John Wayne Airport. Ingraham is alsfl:eputed to have smuggled arms 
into Latin America and cocaine back to ttU.S. 

Rothmiller had been investigating ar^lioT suspected cocaine courier, 
Marina del Rev resident Robert Terry, lion the assadant stopped him. 
Terry, once a NYPD officer, is a freqtfi traveler to Washington, D.C. 

has big connections,” says Rolhtitr, ^Tncluding the CIA.” Terry 
once donated $25,000 to the GOP foii^et of White House china and 
posed for a photograph with Nancy Rea)- Detective Rothmiller’s prime 
informant in the Terry Lnvestigaiion vitferman FerrioJa, a repatriated 
ex-general of the Mexicas Fcderales. has often been seen tooling 
around L.A. in a squad car loaned him We chief of the North Las Vegas 
Police Department. He has, says Rotkibir, ‘hhe deepe.st access to the 
Mexican intelligence community. U eMits, spies and ctips buzzed 
around him like gringo bees.” FerrioLi Jse tc a host of LAPD officers, 
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was once a major in ihe Colombian secret police and has served under 
Arturo Divraz^o, the eorrupl fomer Mexican police chief. 

Based on Ferriola’s information. Roth mi Her tipped the IRS. who 
followed Robert Terry’s movements on a sojourn to Washington. D.C. 
They tailed the drug courier from the airport to the Executive Office 
Building of the White House, 

Since the shooting of Rothmiller by a suspected drug smuggler working 
on behalf of the CIA, the disabled detective has been frozen out, denied a 
pension, denied benefits by the police depart merit 

At the 1990 trial of LASD Deputy Daniel Gamer and former Sheriffs 
Sgt. Robert Sobcl, accused of skimming drugs and prollts from an “elite” 
LASD task force, a gag order was imposed against any mention of CIA 
complicity. They and other officers testified that the unit cooperated with 
the CIA in the laundering of drug proceeds. The funds w^erc sent buck to 
Latin American drug cartels. The sheriffs were told that the money trail 
was followed to gather information on the cartels, Harland Braun, 
representing Deputy Garner, acknowledged in the courtroom that 
“numerous documents indicating that drug money was being used to 
purchase inilitaiy equipment for Central America” had been turned up by 
the accused officers. U.S, District Judge Edward Rafecdie ruled the 
testimony “irrelevant” and forbade further discussion of CIA money 
laundering in his courtroom,'^ 

It’s not as if the city hadn’t been warned that the LAPD was more 
deeply involved in right-wing political malfeasance than any other 
metropolitan police force. Tack wood pulled LAPD skeletons out of the 
closet with the publication of The Glass Home Tapes^ in 1973, including 
the disclosure that the department had about about 125 provocateurs on 


17 













the payroll. Some in the press, act many, asked questions. Liberal 
community groups in Los Angeles, discovering they'd been in filtrated, 
sued the LAPD. CCS, the secret police unit, was disbunded, its spies and 
provocateurs reassigned. In its place evolved the OCID, which incidentally 
maintains no files on organized crime. The OCID docs, however, keep 
extensive files on local politicians and private citizensJ^ Another offshoot 
is the LAPD's Anti-Terrorist Division, headed until recently by the former 
chiefs brother, Stephen Gates, A staffer, asking not to be identified, 
charged that the unit maintains files on City Council members. In 198H, 
Robert Vernon, an assistant police chiel assigned to the division, forked 
over $3.8-million worth of penance in a lawsuit filed by Michael Zinzin, a 
Pasadena City Council member, who resented that secret police files were 
kept by Vernon in an attempl to discredit himf ^ 

In a local speech, Zinzin linked the LAPD inielUgence cadres to ultra- 
right-wing organizations. Information gathered by the LAPD, he 
discovered, was turned over to the John Birch Society and recited into the 
Congressional Record by the late Congressman Larry MacDonald, who 
perished in the downing of KAL Flight 007, The information flow, said 
Zinzin, resulted in the murders of activists, political bombings and the 
planting of false information in the press. The intelligence faction of the 
LAPD, he found, was linked to the political network that “was also 
involved in the attempt to overthrow the Nicaraguan govern mcnl/' and 
''conjured up the war in the Middle East.'' Zinzin's report on the LAPD, 

' sponsored by the Coalition Against Police Abuse, describes rampant 
abuse of authority. In 1989-90 there were 3,179 investigations of the 
department by Internal Affairs of “violations of policy, lying, theft and all 
kinds of corruption" by 3,590 officers. All told, one-third of the LAPD 
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force was under investigation. that’s not a police department out of 
control^ T don't know what is ” Ziuzin said. 

The Police Commission banned the practice of spying on political 
figures in 19S4. 

Nonetheless, Attorney Geoffrey Taylor Gibbs of the John M, Langston 
Bar Association testified before the Christopher Commission on May 1, 
1992 that '‘the belief is widespread in this city that Chief Gates, much like 
J. Edgar Hoover, maintains files of personal and political intormation on 
every major political figure in Los Angeles.” Three weeks later, Mary' 
Henry' of the Compton school board assailed the L.A, City Council: "You 
have city council men involved in drugs'" she said, “and ihe piilice know 
about it and choose to keep the lid on those people by threatening ihcni.”^® 

Indications that spies and provocateurs continued to be employed by the 
LAPD surfaced in 1984 with the arrest of Jimmy Wade Pearson, an officer 
of the Metro Division assigned to the Olympic games. Al first, Pearson 
was publicly lauded for disarming a pipe-bomb planted in a wheel well of 
a bus filled with the baggage of 32 Turkish athletes, who occupied another 
bus parked nearby. 

Chief Gates praised the 40-'year-old officer for a "helluva courageous 
ael.” The discovery of the bomb necessitated the evacuation of hundreds 
from Terminal Two at the L.A. Airport. Two "terrorist” groups claimed 
responsibility for the bomb, the Justice Commandos of Armenian 
Genocide and the Armenian Secret Army. The Lrij Tunes ran a 

lengthy history of strained Turkish-Armenian relations from 1915 
onward. 

Alas, the following day a willed Daryl Gales announced that Pearson 
had been arrested for constructing and planting the bomb himself. Pearson 
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was held at Paiker Center with bail set at $60,0(X). At a press conference 
Gates took credit for solving the case- He explained that Peiirsoo, a former 
Xavy SEAL, only intended to impress his superiors at the Metro Division. 
'"He wanted to do something that would cause them to take notice,” Gates 
said, “and certainly we have noticed him.”“^ In October i98'i, LA 
Superior Court Judge Gerald Levie waived sentencing. He ordered Pearson 
to perform L500 hours of community service—very lenient considering 
that pipe-bombs are ""notoriously unstable,” according to Arleigh McGree, 
head of the LA PD bomb squad, because gun powder embedded in the pipe 
threads can ignite an explosion;^^ 

“The basic thing is he did not attempt to hurt anybody” Judge Levie 
noted- 

The LAPD intelligence unit—despite public denial—was established 
W'holly for purposes of political sabotage. Before the arrests at Watergate 
and the possibility of public exposure of White House involvement, CCS 
was cut into a plan to incite a riot at the Miami Republican conveniion in 
1972- Hundreds of Republicans were recruited by Nixon aide Donald 
Segretti of Watergate fame, and Douglas Caddy, head of Young 
Americans for Freedom.^^ Planning and coordination were handled by 
Edward Birch of the FBI and Sgt. Daniel Mahoney of the CCS. 
Tackwood's disclosures were confirmed by former Green Beret and FBI 
provocateur William Lernmer, who testified before a Florida grand jury 
that he'd been instrumental in a homicidal strategy to disrupt the 1972 
Republican convention by organizing ‘Tire teams” armed with automatic 
weapons and incendiar}' devices. He said paid provocateurs intended to 
“fire lead weights, "fried' marbles, ball bearings, cherry bombs, smoke 
bombs by means of wrist rockets, sling shots and crossbows. 


2 ^ 




















Two years before, witnesses of the rioting at Kent State University 
testified that provocateurs were responsible for the pandemonium there. 
The grand jury investigation of the demonstration concluded that many of 
the rioters “were not students, but were of a type w^ho always welcome the 
opportunity to participate in the destruction of propertyThe National 
Guard only cracked down on the students when the dilapidated ROTC 
building, with its full ammunition stores, was torched and went up like a 
Rapture. “One very interesting thing that came out of that,“ one Kent State 
student recalled: “The ROTC building is about 200 feet from the police 
station, right across the courtyard. All these self-styled revolutionaries who 
were burning dowm the ROTC building took 45 minuies to get it smrted^ 
All the time, the police never attempted to stop them. In fact, it was almost 
as if they wanted them to bum down the ROTC building. From this point 
on, they used this as an to stop the movement that students were 

involved in—the massive opposition to the war in Vietnam.''^ 

Police and military units were held back, the rioting escalated’—just as 
police docility at Florence and Normandie Avenues on April 29, 1992 
permitted pandemonium lo explode from a smalt pocket of outrage. 

From the Los Angeles Times'. 

The police department has come under fire for pulling back from the 
South Los Angeles intersection of Florence and Normandie Avenues, 
where some of the earliest violence was reported, and for failing to 
redeploy for hours. It was during this period that unsuspecting and 
defenseless motorists were dragged from their cars and brutally beaten 
in horrifying scenes broadcast live on televisioti.^*^ 

A provocateur is an infiltrator, a Judas who espouses and begets 
violence, setting others up for arrest and prosecution. Secret police 
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capiUm) The ReMercnd Jesse Jackson tries to console UCLA siiidem 
Monique Mathews us the Crenshaw Medical Square bums in the background 








operaiioTis like the LAPD's are quietly tied to the DIA, which has operated 
on a budget ten times that of the FBI and CIA combined. Provocateur 
actions, linked with CIA- and DIA-hacked police units and SWAT teams, 
are explosive. Spawned by the CIA and Army in 1968, SWAT troopers 
trained in riot control at a camp secreted inside Fort Gordon, Georgia. 

Inevitably the investigation following a provocateur action is conducted 
by defense intelligence officials (the Webster Commission, a prime 
example, allowed the LAPD to read and criticize its report prior to 
release), followed by increases in funding for undercover law 
enforcement^ more spying on civilians, secret files, harsher police 
lactics.“^ This is the aftermath of the riots in Los Angeles. 

Residents of South-Central Los Angeles said that they'd witnessed 
arsonists who were clearly not locals. They were seen lighting fires and 
escaped before residents could stop them.^® After touring riot-tom sections 
of Los Angeles, the Rev. Jesse Jackson held a televised press conference. 
He said a burned-out hospital he'd visited appeared to him to be a 
professional arson job. On the subject of fires, Charlie Parsons of the FBI 
said that his task force had uncovered evidence of business owners 
engaging in “arson for profit. 

A delay by police at the onset of a riot invites the escalation of 
bloodshed. Police inaction is another form of provocation. There are 
precursors: The 1970 State Prison riot in New Mexico was pitched into 
mass torture and murder when police and prison guards were ordered not 
to intervene. Events leading up to the riot suggest that it was encouraged 
by prison officials. Three weeks before rioting broke out, Raymond 
Procunier, San Francisco's Undersheriff (the brains behind the brains of 
provocations at San Quentin, the murder of George Jackson and the 


27 





Celt blxk six al the New Mexico Stale FenitentioTy febmary 4, 19S0 


I 











prosecution of the Soledad brothers) arrived in New Mexico to “consult" 
with officials of the correctional facility. Soon thereafter, prison bars 
separating the main office from the control center were replaced with 
“unbreakable^’ glass. The prison atmosphere was agitated by informants, 
universally despised by prisoners. 

When rioting broke out, a Niagara of “unbreakable’^ glass showered the 
concourse and corridor. Outside, police and prison guards passively 
observed the rioting through binoculars while hostages were tortured, 
mutilated, blinded with soldering irons, shot and decapitated. When it was 
over, eveiy^ prisoner in the witness protection program, sequestered in a 
separate high-security compound, was dead. As at Kent Stale and Los 
Angeles, responsible officials refused to call in the police until violence 
was rampant, 

L.A. Police Chief Daryl Gates—a veteran of CCS and the OCTD~ 
blamed public criticism of the department for police inaction. Gates 
suggested that members of the Webster Commission “take a look at some 
of the mental [attitudes] that have been building in this Department for 
over a year of constant criticism,” and how morale may have affected the 
response. He accused the press of engaging in a “feeding frenzy’’, of 
""beating up on my pobce officers,”^ ^ 

Chief Gates has also laid blame on Lt, Mike Moulin for faults in 
response to the rioting. “Moulin/’ reported the Times, “who has been 
ordered not to comment, pulled a group of officers back from a melee at 
Florence and Normandie about 5:45 p.m., April 29, an hour before 
motorists and truck driver Reginald O, Denny were yanked from their 
vehicles and attacked by a stone-throwing mob/’^^^ 

Li. Moulin answered the recrimination with a $30-million slander suit 
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against Chief Gates in October, and filed a claim for damages against the 
city. Moulin argued that he was only a scapegoat, that it was not within his 
authority to order officers to Florence and Normandie. '‘While Chief Gates 
was attending the fund-raiser in Brentwood,” Moulin said in his lawsuit, 
"those of us in uniform were left to handle a highly volatile situation/’ 
When assigning blame, he said, "perhaps the chief should look in the 
mirror/’ Al a press conference the same afternoon. Gates dismissed 
Moulin’s slander suit as a disguised effort to land "a disability pension." 
Gales sniffed, "That might be what he is tiy'ing to do/’^^ 

In May, Gales had argued in his ow'n defense that a family emergency 
had preoccupied him during the riots. On a book tour to publicize his 
autobiography, Chief: My Life in the LAPD, he claimed that his son’s drug 
overdose "was deeply on my mind during the riot." Speaking of his son 
Scott, the LAPD’s highest official lamented, "They thought he was going 
to die," Gates had to admit, though, that he failed to visit his hospitalized 
son, nor had he seen him since his release and recovery from the overdose. 
But he denied that the story was a play for sympathy. The overdose, Gates 
said on the Phil Donahue show, “was extremely distracting to me. It's 
always on your mind. It’s a constant ache on the middle of your chest/’^'* 
Police disarray at the initial phase of the rioting in L.A. was aggravated 
by the absence of hundreds of LAPD captains, who were attending a 
training seminar in Oxnard, Chief Gates left Parker Center as the riot 
began to take in a fund-raiser against Proposition F, a ballot measure that 
would make the police chief more accountable to the city. He had 
announced a $1-million increase in overtime revenue, yet officers by the 
hundreds were allowed to go home at the end of the afternoon shift. 

Chief Gates offered as partial explanation for the delay that police were 
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busy protecting firefighters, but the Times reported that “angry city fire 
officials” disputed his contention. “Fire officials said that in fad they got 
only limited protection during the first hours of the riot, even though large 
numbers of officers were kept waiting at a command post at 54th and 
Arlington Streets.” 

Police commissioners were deluged with complaints. Where were the 
police? Some 200 officers, ordered to do nothing, were appalled. They 
stood around waiting for orders while the carnage escalated. The paralysis 
of police response continued into the second day. One deputy chief harshly 
criticized the department as the riot gathered momentum: “This is alien to 
everything we’re supposed to do in a situation like this.”^^ 

From the New York Times: 

LOS ANGELES, May 6—Emerging evidence from the first crucial 
hours after the acquittal of four police officers in the beating of Rodney G. 
King provides the strong indication that top police officials did little to 
plan for the possibility of violence and did not follow standard procedures 
to contain rioting once it began. 

An examination of television news tapes and police radio transmissions, 
as well as interviews with city officials, shows that the police never put 
into effect their standard riot-control strategy. . . . The police retreated as 
the violence began, but violated the basic police procedure for riot-control 
by failing to cordon off the area around one of the first trouble spots and 
not returning to that area for hours. 

Police 911 dispatchers attempted to send squad cars to the scene of the 
first violent outbreaks, but were repeatedly ignored or overmled.^*^ 


A thick scallop of smoke hovered over L.A. Fires had been set from 
Hollywood to the southern tip of the city. Outbursts of rioting were 
reported in Long Beach, the harbor area, the San Fernando Valley and 
Panorama City. 

Two days later, the city now in turmoil, Gov. Wilson and Mayor 
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Bradley phoned the White House* At 7:15 a.m., it was announced that 200 
officers from the U,S. Marshalfs paramilitary ''Special Operations Group'* 
(veterans of the 1990 Panama invasion) and a Desert Storm battalion 
would be mustered in L A. to "ensure the safety of the streets. 

National Guard forces were long overdue. They were greeted by the 
rage of city residents who had lost homes and businesses to fire. Between 
the initial call for Guard units and the arrival of the riot^conlrol equipment, 
17 hours passed* It was not until the morning of April 30th that a Guard 
helicopter loaded ammunition, equipment and body armor at Camp 
Roberts, the Paso Robles training base. Guard officials claimed that the 
helicopter had been unable to load at night because there were "no lights” 
(!) at the Camp Roberts airstrip* 

The explanation for the delay given by retired Sixth Army Gen. William 
Harrison is a mai^terful interweaving of alibis and tragic decisions* 
Harrison reviewed the Guard’s performance from the initial dispatch, and 
discovered that Sacramento first ordered up a C-130 cargo plane to move 
ammunition and hardware, decided against it, called in a single CH-47 
helicopter instead —hours after the mobilization order was given. This 
was at 1:20 a,m., April 30th* The chopper was delayed at Stockton when 
the flight crew realized gas masks might be needed* A supply of masks 
was hauled aboard. 

The hehcopler decamped, settled down at Camp Roberts in San Luis 
Obispo County. The CH-47 refueled, Harrison explained, far from the 
rnunition*s dump. A tnick was therefore needed to shuttle supplies to the 
helicopter. Alas, it was discovered that obsolete hand grenades (?) had 
been put aboard. These were unloaded and replaced. The military hardware 
was finally sent on its way at 9:45 a.m., but the helicopter was rerouted to 
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pick up more ammunition at a nearby military base-—a ''cost-cutting'’ 
measure, Gen. Harrison reported with a face as straight as a niau sole urn 
slab—to avoid squandering the use of another copter. Somehow two-and- 
a-half hours slipped by. W^en it landed, the chopper was already packed to 
the gunwales. Even Gen. Harrison couldn’t account for the lapse of time. It 
finally lifted off from from San Luis Obispo at 12:20 in the afternoon, 
bound for Los Angeles, arriving at 3:35 p.m.^® 

In the meantime, some 23,000 calls were made to 911 emergency 
operators. But Guard units were deployed at a trickle by Daryl Gates, who 
took command of police and Guard mobilization eftorts himself, calling it 
an "experiment in community-based policing. 

Gates immediately proceeded to sabotage any effort to quell the riot. 

Others around him tried desperately to explain why Gates kept 
hamstringing troop mobilization. Stanley Sheinbaum, president of the 
Police Commission, opined sympathetically that the Chiefs “pride” 
slow^ed deployment. Jesse Brew^er, another commissioner, offered that 
Gates was “reluctant” to use the Guard because “the Chief likes to feel he 
can handle everything by himself, without any help from anybody.” 
Deputy Mayor Mark Fabiani w'as equally solicitous in defense of his 
police chief: "There is always resistance on the part of local authorities 
to call on outside sources.”"^ “Where Guardsmen were in place ” reported 
the Times on May 6, “their ranks were sometimes stretched perilously thin.” 

At Florence and Normandie, rancor arising from the Rodney King 
decision caught fire. Residents of the area swept into the streets shouting 
with a Biblical vengeance. 

“If the police hadn't started harassing us, we’d have all walked back to 
the house and the riot would never have started,” said Mark Jackson, the 
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half-brother of Daniian Monroe Williams. Jackson wasn't the only one of 
that opinion: Compton City Councilwomaii Patricia Moore caused a furor 
among LAPD loyalists when she publicly stated at a funeral for two 
officers slain in an unrelated incident that the police and government 
started the riot. Georgiana Williams, Damian's mother, told reporters for 
National Public Radio on April 13th, 1993 that the violence occurred after 
a sequence of events beginning with the King verdict. Mark Jackson, her 
son, and a Mend, Kermit, spotted a 16-year-old neighbor hopping a fence 
to evade police. Mark yelled at the officers. The police threw the young 
man '"back across the fence, and they were beating him," she said, "and 
everyone was screaming, 'Leave him alone, leave him alone!' Then the 
officers took Mark and mashed his head into the car. This is when 
everyone got angry' and look it to the streets. If the police had not beat 
Mark and Kermit in front of the community, nothing would have 
happened," To be sure, videotapes of the initial conflict show police 
harassment of the congregation, kicking off the riot. 

When the Florence and Normandie crowd swelled to 150, Jamming and 
jostling the police skirmish line, the LAPD retreated. "With the police 
gone," Peter Boyer wrote in the New Yorker, "there was suddenly a power 
vacuum in South Central.The moiling crowd was in a black mood. 
Someone shouted directions, "Leave the Mexicans alone, we're only 
getting the Buddha-heads and white boys."^^ 

Truck driver Reginald Denny drove into the melee with his radio tuned 
to a music station, unaware that a verdict in the King case had been 
announced. The madness on the street was an alarming anomaly to him. 
Something shattered his windshield. Denny doesn't remember anything 
else of the assault that left him broken and bleeding on the streeU 
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Some gang members called the riot a “slave rebellion,” and African- 
Americans are widely regarded as the sole instigators. However, of some 
5,000 people first arrested for Looting, assault and destruction of property, 
52 percent were Latino."^^ Perhaps to cover their own part in fomenting 
violence, a “special police intelligence” unit circulated a memo on May S, 
1992 to station patrol units falsely claiming that the bloodshed had been 
instigated by “Crips and Bloods from the housing projects . . . united under 
the direction and leadership of Muslims.” The L.A. Coalition Against 
Police Abuse has called this memo blatant disinfomiation, reminiscent of 
the FBI's COINTELPRO, yet Chief Gates would later echo this 
fabrication in the press. “All of the housing project gangs have united ” 
the memo claimed, adding that the purpose of gang rallies attended by 
hundreds of youths “has been to develop strategy and tactics for killing 
cops.” Furthermore, the so-called intelligence report stated that gang 
members wanted to make a statement “by overtaking and seizing a police 
station,” and starting a “war The hyperbolic rhetoric of fictional, gang- 
baiting “intelligence” reports like the May 8th memo gave rise to a task 
force of 100 FBI and assorted federal agents, coordinated wdth LA. cops, 
looking for the “ringleaders” of the riot. The D.A. and U.S Attorney’s 
offices went so far as to return RlCO-organized criminal conspiracy 
charges against gang leaders.^^ 

The genuine conspiracy luiks in the “Street Terrorism Enforcement and 
Prevention Act”, or STEP, legislating the implemeniation of a blacklisting 
database of gang members for local law enforcement. Having one’s name 
in the database is prosecutable as a felony offense apart from any other 
criminal charges."^ 

Crips and Bloods were scapegoated by police and FBI with 
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McCarthyesque vigor. The Los Angeles Times chased shadows when it 
reported that the suspects in the Denny riot-beating case were *'said to be 
members of, or affiliated with, the 8-Trey Gangster Crips, one of Los 
Angeles* most notorious street gangs.*’ Charlie Parsons, special agent in 
charge of the local FBI bureau, snaffled a toothly grimace at reporters: “T 
don’t think these communities will be upset to see gang members 
arrested,’* he said, alluding to the L.A. 4. Mumbled retractions soon 
followed when Officer Michael McMahon, the source of the accusation, 
turned out to be the subject of an administrative probe. The court transcript 
was shed of his testimony 

Every one of the L,A. 4 has a criminal record. Damian Williams and 
Antoine Miller have long juvenile arrest histories.^^ Williams was twice 
charged with auto theft, but has never been convicted. The charges were 
dropped. Why? Henry Keith Watson is accused of holding Denny down 
while others beat him and smashed his head with a brick. Watson once 
looted an armored car of $6,620,10, pled guilty, but was sentenced to a 
mere 90-day jail term and probation by Superior Court Judge Gordon 
Ringer. 

The L.A. riot was punctuated by the King- and Denny-beating trials. 
The Simi Valley trial of LAPD officers Koon et al was a degrading 
performance. Nine of the jurors were white, eight had served in the 
military. Two of the jurors were U.S. Marines. One was an ex-security 
officer with a history of using excessive force. (Another security guard 
with a violent past somehow turned up on the jury for the second trial.) 
During court breaks, the jury openly expressed admiration for police.^ 

Equally corrupt, the Reginald Denny case threatened to veer off the 
docket in October 1992 when L.A. Superior Court Judge John Ouderkirk 
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ordered an inquiry into whether an attorney tor Williams took directions 
from a CTA/FBI operative attempting to sabotage the defense.^ ^ 

Accused of behind-the-scenes interference was the now^dcfunct Center 
for Constitutional Law and Justice, a nonprofit law firm in North 
Hollywood.^^ Former directors contended that the legal center was in 
reality a covert intelligence unit posing as a liberal counterpoint to the LA 
district attorney's office,Tn a May 1992 speech in Pasadena before 
Individuals Making a Difference, Fredrick ^‘Sebastian’' Celani, the firm’s 
deputy director, claimed that the center handled a case load of 1,300 
clients. Of those, 1,100 were inmates of the federal and state prison 
system, mostly drug offenders. 

In August, the Center withdrew from the Denny case and fired 
Williams’ defense attorney Dennis Palmieri, who claims to be Jesus Christ 
and that George Bush has conspired ^^ith Margaret Thatcher to steal his 
private thoughts* “There are people who have told me Pm Satan,” says 
Palmieri,^'^ However eccentric, he was ruled a competent attorney by 
Judge Ouderkirk. 

The deputy director of the Center for Constitutional Law and Justice, 
Fredrick George Celani, also known as Fred Sebastian, was known to Los 
Angeles radio listeners as the boisterous talk show host of “Civil 
Liberties” on KTEV-AM. And he is a CIA operative, according to a sworn 
1991 California Central District Court affidavit filed by Celani. His 
employment with the CIA, he tvrites in the affidavit, has involved him in 
investment fraud, drug smuggling, domestic intelligence and infiltration of 
the Hollywood entertainment industry, 

The use of legal organizations for intelligence purposes is not 
unprecedented. The International Commission of Jurists, for example, a 
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worldwide attorney association, was for ten years partly financed (and 
used) by the CIA, according to former agent Philip Agee Since the 
nvid-’80s from Terminal Island Prison, Celani directed a public-interest 
legal firm that represented drug dealers, “subversives” and racketeers. “He 
actually had some success in this line , , . by utilizing his remarkabk 
access to prison offices ,Boyer writes. The affidavit details Celani's 
background in the CIA, filed nearly two years before his involvement in 
the Williams case. It fully supports his contention that the Justice 
Department, the CIA and FBI are involved in sabotaging criminal defense 
cases. In separate interviews, attorneys employed by Celani echoed the 
sabotage allegation. 

Celani writes in his Central District Court affidavit that his supieriors 
gave him names to target for information-gathering. All legal work, 
according to Celani, was handled by Justice Department attorneys. The 
firm’s legal summaries were modeled after FBI field reports. In less than 
three years, over 5,000 reports were filed by Celani's legal firm. 
Prospective clients were solicited with a letter tailored to a defendant’s 
specific legal and financial needs. 

Prison guards, he says, upon learning that Celani was a CIA agent, 
revealed to him that the brother of Wisconsin Gov. Tom Thompson ran a 
major dmg distribution ring, an enterprise widely reported in Milwaukee 
newspapers and the Wiscomin State Journal, but ultimately denied by the 
state court. 

Celani says he assumed the post of manager for the Young People’s 
campaign and gathered intelligence on the Democratic Party and Gov. 
Jerry Brown. Also in the early ’80s he was steeped in money laundering 
and cocaine importation. He sojourned to Springfield, Illinois and started 
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an overnight air courier operation called Kayport to move narcotics and 
launder the proceeds. 

According to Boyer, 'The town fathers embraced Ceiani and his 
partner. The two men took in more that two hundred thousand dollars of 
investors' money, opened Kayport Package Express, and shut it down six 
days later, Ceiani was indicted on 15 racketeering and fraud charges, 
convicted on all counts in 1985/’^^ 

During his pre^prison tenure in Los Angeles, he says, the CIA 
developed an international network of investment fronts, banks and 
computer systems, “one of the most sophisticated and fruitful federal 
government intelligence-gathering operations ever attempted in the United 
States." The hub of the computer operation was a high-security compound 
located at 16161 Ventura Boulevard in Encino, and later moved to the 
Galleria Towers complex in Sherman Oaks, 

Another computer system, used to store information on private citizens, 
was maintained at a CLA front in Cheektowaga, New York, just south ot 
Buffalo. “The building sat opposite the Buffalo International Airport,' 
Ceiani wrote in the affidavit, “which allowed us access to underground 
conduits that ran to a Westinghouse facility located on airport property 
[with] direct lines to Washington, D,C." Here, data concerning the political 
beliefs of thousands of students, their social, sexual and intellectual 
philosophies were collected. 

In 1985, Ceiani wrote a book about his work entitled. The Best 
Politicians Money Can Buy, later retitled D.R.EAMS. (Los Angeles Timeh 
reporter Jim Newton, interviewed for this story, has obtained a copy.) 
Because the manuscript deals with the CIA, it was sent to Langley for 
review by Agency officials. Its inflammatory content—and political 
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pressjure from Wisconsin Gov. Thompson—led to a conviction for 
racketeering on July 19, 1985. Celani received a 15-year sentence, cut 
short after submitting his CTA background in the affidavit for habeas 
corpus. While sequestered in prison, he was tapped by the FBI to 
gather intelligence on Mafia capos and narcotics traffickers. Celani 
claims he continued to be held in custody despite a Congressionally- 
sanctioned grant of immunity and reward for cooperation. 

From Terminal Island, Celani launched the Center for Constitutional 
and Justice. "'He brought in a lot of dough,” one attorney employed at 
the firm told Boyer, “If anyone was to guess, it was probably somewhere 
around four million bucks.”^® A year after his parole, he ordered Center 
attorney Dennis Palmieri to offer free legal services to Damian Monroe 
Williams, one of the accused tormentors of Reginald Denny.Palmieri 
located the mother of Damian Williams and took him on as a client. But in 
August of 1992, Palmieri testified, “1 was ordered by Mr. Celani not to 
spend any more time on the case.” Celani told Palmieri that Williams 
“could spend the rest of his life in jail for all he cared, ihai Mr. Williams 
w^as guilty, that he did not care if Damian died or got his head chopped 
off.” Celani forced him to withdraw^ a motion lo suppress a confession by 
Williams, whom Celani referred to as “scum ” and “a cnminal.”^^ 

Yvonne Brathwaite Burke, the recently elected county supervisor, 
opined that Williams might have reason to demand a new preliminary 
hearing. “Celani turned out to be an ex-convict,” the Los Angeles Times 
reported, “with a history of defrauding people.” One FBI agent called 
Celani “the most complete sociopath Tve ever seen in my life,”^^ From 
Los Angeles he moved to Little Rock, Arkansas, and was summarily 
arrested for wire fraud and bribery of a federal judge. 
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Fred Celani claims lhat ‘ihe riots were fomented by federal agents/’ 

His credibility is considered nib but equally so is the credibility of 
public news sources of greater L.A. The Lf)s A/igt'/e.s Times^ like Judge 
Ouderkirk, neglected to discuss Celani's contention that the Center was in 
fact an FBI cover directed by a CIA con mann The Times has made much 
of the fact that Celani is a liar, but CIA operators are liars by definition. 
The Times itself has not been altogether honest as regards the enigmatic 
Fred Celani. Any mention of his 1991 court affidavit—sworn, signed and 
fled under penalty of perjury—has been suppressed, and therefore so has 
his self described background as a CIA plunderer and pariah. A Times 
critique falsely accused Celani of stating that right-wing radio and 
television personality Rush Limbaugh and Rep. Robert Doman (R-Garden 
Grove) are engaged in a homosexual relationship. He never said this. 
Celani only maintained that he'd been assigned \o follow these Republican 
extremists. The Times^ in other words, smeared Celani with a flat-out 
libel 

Like the defense team in the Denny riot-beating trial, the '^blue-ribbon 
commission assembled to investigate causes of the riot was an insidious 
lot. The Christopher panel was well-represented by the military and 
industrial sector of California politics. Leading lights on the commission 
included: 

• Warren Christopher—attorney for IBM and Lockheed Corp., which is 
closely aligned with the CIA, board member of the all-white California 
Club until his recent Stale Dept, appointment, vice chair of the McCone 
Commission, which investigated the Watts riots, headed by former CIA 
Director John McCone. In January 1993, before the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, Secretary of State-designate Christoper testified 
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regarding his knowledge of military intelligence gathering on U.S. 
civilians during the 196f)s, contradicting prior testimony given at a 1977 
confirmation hearing. 

• John Arguelles—active in Republican political politics, retired 
California Supreme Court justice^ appointed at the request of Police Chief 
Gates. 

• Roy Anderson—chairman emeritus of Lockheed Coq^., on the board 
of directors of Interstate Bank Corp. and Southern California Edison. 

• Willie BarneS'—one of only two blacks on the panel, a former 
California Commissioner of Corporations. 

• Richard Mosk—member of the Iran-U.S. Claims Tribunal, staffer for 
the Warren Commission, which suppressed the truth of the John Kennedy 
assassination. 

• Mickey Kantor—a Los Angeles lawyer and well-known Democratic 
party strategist. 

• Andrea Sheridan Ordin—^recently resigned her position as a California 
assistant attorney general. 

The roots of the Christopher and Webster Commissions are embedded 
in the same Washington-based power control group behind a host of 
political assassinations, dmg scandals, cover-ups and sundry' other political 
honor stories. Mickey Kantor, Bill ClintoiTs choice for U.S. Trade 
Representative, and Willie Barnes, for instance, have both worked closely 
with Washington attorney Charles Mannatt, former Democratic party 
chairman.Mannatt was instrumental in the establishment of a 
capitalization fund for the Credit International Bank in Washington, 
D,C.,^^ along with Director of Central Intelligence Richard Allen and 
Edwin Fullner of the right-wing Heritage Foundation, The bank was a CIA 
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creation and channel for drug money filtered through Swiss accounts. 

The Christopher and Webster Commissions both drew on the resources 
of the Police Foundation in Washington, which receives half of its 
funding from the Justice Dept/s Law Enforcement Assistance 
Administration (LEAA).^^ Hubert Williams, a former Newark police chief, 
is president of the tax-supported ''think tank,” which is ultra-right in 
political orientation but parades in public as a liberal organization. 
Clarence Kelley, former director of the FBI, is treasurer. Kelley is well 
known for his contributions to the keeping of secret computer files on 
private citizens, FBI harassraeni of blacks and "subversives,” and civil 
repression following disturbances incited by FBI provocateurs. The late 
Robert Kasanov, attorney and Police Foundation director, has represented 
Michele Sindona (the financial liaison between the Vatican, Mafia and the 
P-2 Free masonic Lodge in the laundering of drug profits).''^ Kasanov also 
performed legal work for Wcdtech's Robert Wallach, and Andrew Crispo, 
who continues to be a suspect in the New York "death mask” torture- 
murder of Eigil Vesti, a gay fashion model.*^ (Crispo was acquitted in a 
rigged jury trial, a corruption of the judicial process of which Kasanov had 
full knowledge^^) The Post ran an expose in June 1991 

linking Police Foundation officer Thomas Pownell to Melvin R, Paisley, 
the scandal-ridden former CEO of the Martin Marietta Corp., a primary 
defense contractor.Foundation officer Fred Hartley was the chairman of 
Unocal Oil Corp. Some think tank. 

In a profile on Hubert Williams, the Los Angeles Times somehow 
missed the criminal and ultra-conservative connections, and lauded the 
Foundation's "reputation for spawning innovative, progressive 
policing.Williams sits on the advisory board of the Rand Corp.’s Drug 
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Policy Research Center. He also participated, with Chief Gates, in the 
executive session on policing at Harvard's John F. Kennedy School ot 
Government the leading CTA-influenced academic institution. In recent 
years, during Williams’ tenure at the helm of the Police Foundation, the 
quality and significance of the research has declined. 

The Foundation is a conduit of LEA A funding. The LEA A has also lent 
generous support to such ominous projects as LCLA’s proposed Center for 
the Study of the Causes and Reduction of Violence—a regimen of 
surgical brain experimentation on African-American and Latino prisoners, 
supposedly to isolate and control cerebral causes ot crime.^^ The project 
was based on the work of UCLA's Drs. Vernon Mark and Frank Ervin, 
‘‘pioneers'' of brain alteration at Boston City Hospital, w'ho claimed that 
one operation they'd perfonned w^as ‘‘a great success" though the subject 
later committed suicide.^"^ The UCLA proposal was submitted to the 
California Criminal Justice Dept, by Dr. Louis West, a former CIA mind 
control specialist, currently director of UCLA's Neiiropsychiatric 
Institute.The proposal was killed when the Federation of American 
Scientists complained publicly that the psychosurgical center was a 
throwback to Nazi Germany. 

Other LEAA programs, in violation of the Nurenibiug and AM A codes, 
have included the testing of Prolixin on 1,093 subjects at Vacaville Prison 
and the involuntary sterilization of hundreds of prisoners, rationalized as a 
"‘preventative procreation" measure by the courts. 

William Webster was plucked from the same secret governmental 
circles as Christopher et aL The presiding investigator of Ihe Webster 
Commission is a veteran of COINTELPRO, the FBFs secret war against 
the Black Panthers—28 were murdered—-and other radical 


57 




WiUiiim Webster and Hubert Wiiiiams 







organizationsIn March 1991, Sen. John Kerry’s (D-Mass.) investigation 
of CIA complicity in the operation of the Bank of Credit and Commerce 
International (BCCl) was ignored and stonewalled by William Webster. 
Kerry wrote Webster, requesting a report on the bank’s criminal activities, 
including loans made to Iraq preceding the Kuwaiti conflict. ’Tor two 
months no reply came,” writes David Com, a columnist for The Nation. 
“In the meantime, BCCl was shut down. While wailing for Webster, the 
subcommittee received a briefing from the CIA on its knowledge of the 
bank, focusing mostly on BCCl money laundering, by then a matter of 
public record.”^® The Los Angeles Times put a delirious spin on Webster’s 
commission appointment, stating that “he demonstrated skill in rooting out 
misconduct,” and that he “exudes a charming manner and has honed a 
highly competitive tennis game—qualities that make him a popular 
Washington insider.” Webster left the CIA and joined the Washington law 
office of Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy in September 1991. John 
McCloy, a deceased senior partner, was avidly pro-Nazi, having freed a 
number of ranking Nazis at Nuremburg. McCloy also sat on the Warren 
Commission, vigorously scutthng any evidence that might incriminate the 
CIA and Pentagon in John Kennedy’s murder.One of Webster’s 
colleagues at the law firm is Thomas Pucchio, who “investigated” E.F, 
Hutton and Merrill Lynch in the 1980s, and managed to overlook the 
washing of heroin profits through Swiss banks. Elliot Richardson of the 
Iran-contra affair is also employed by the firm.^^ “It was Elliot 
Richardson,” wrote Robert Kephart, the publisher of Human Events, “who 
very actively promoted the initial federal grant for psychosurgical 
experimentation.” Kephart commented that he thought this would be of 
interest to anyone concerned w ith “the onrush!ng Orwellian state.” 
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The third-ranking member of the Webster Commission, Richard Stone, 
comes from the legal offices of the Depariirienl of Defense.^ ^ 

Recommendations were drawn up by representatives of the CIA, 
defense contractors, corporate attorneys and the military. Why? “Since the 
Watts ghetto uprising,” writes former UCLA professor and political 
researcher Donald Freed, “domestic counter-insurgency has become a 
‘growth industry.’ Forty thousand fast-growing police agencies, containing 
more than 400,000 men and women, are becoming chief customers for 
many defense industry con tractors.With the murder of Martin Lather 
King and bloody outbursts in Detroit and Watts in the 1960s, “defense 
stocks soared. Giant conglomerates . . . now compete with vigor for the 
ballooning domestic defense budget?’ The disburser of these funds is the 
LEAA, the recipient of grant-in-aid money exceeding $1 billion a year. 
That billion dollars, according to a House subcommittee on monetary 
affairs, has purchased “inefficiency, waste, mal ad mini strati on and, in some 
cases, corruption. ” 

This dismal formula translates to the defense firms represented by the 
Christopher and Webster Commissions, linked together by an obscure but 
powerful agency known as the Defense Industrial Security Coinmaiid, or 
DISC. This ominous secret police organization is controlled by executives 
of the huge defense firms, DIA, CIA and the domestic intelligence division 
of the FBI, The Mafia also has a substantial interest in the operation of 
DISC through ownership of some defense-related corporations. (Treasury 
Secretary Lloyd Bentsen has long been graciously supported by DISC 
executives—to the tune of S7 million in 1970, channeled through a series 
of CTA covers~and was a leading force in the ruination of two Texas 
S&Ls,) DISC has secretly financed Congressmen w^ho support legislation 


6l 




Top: Timothy — Bottom, from right: John Mack^ president of the Los Angeles 

Urban Ij’ugoe: Derek Carr^ marmger of the burned-fmt market i>i the background: then- 
.SVvi. John Seymour (R-CaUf.): then-Pre.ddmi George Bush. The others are uiiuientifted. 















favoring defense spending, Ronald Reagan has also received generous 
covert campaign funding from this secret police organization. DISC has 
been directly tied to the assassinations of President Kennedy and Martin 
Luther King. Many members of the panels entrusted with investigating the 
L.A. riots have worked for DISC firms. Some assisted in the cover-up of 
Kennedy’s murder and have Mafia ties. 

The Orwellian penumbra of the intelligence establishment imposed 
itself again with the FBFs handling of photographic evidence. A freelance 
reporter seeking riot footage a few days after the beating of Reginald 
Denny, Gregory Sandoval, met retired Air Force Captain Timothy 
Goldman, who had videotaped the bludgeoning from the street. Before the 
tapes were confiscated by police and FBI for use in the Denny beating 
trial, Sandoval peddled them on the television news circuit. They aired on 
CNN, all three networks and KTLA. Sandoval took a cut of Goldman’s 
substantial royalties, the initial payment being $20,000* Unlike George 
Holliday, who became something of a folk hero after videotaping the 
Rodney King incident, Goldman found himself besieged wdth death 
threats, he says, and was forced into hiding*®^ The LAPD has since 
appealed to the FCC to ban future helicopter television coverage of any 
violent mass civil disorder in the city. 

The maelstrom of the L.A. riots was only a harbinger—behind the 
obscuring veil of the corporate press, covert operators move the country 
toward open fascism. Provocateurs tear at the center of society, and ersatz 
investigative commissions only tilt tax revenue away from starving social 
programs into ihe coffers of defense firms, paramiliiarists and secret 
police, fattening themselves on the misery of L.A*’s minorities. All 
ultimately pay for ignoring their screams. 
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Epilogue: 

Time Machine—Watts. 1965 







T he fires were set again, rage sterilized the city. When the 
smoke cleared, thirty-four families grieved. The war 
between the invisible government and L.A. s minorities 
shifted to the courts and council chambers. 

The coronerVs inquest into riot homicides, overseen by Deputy Coroner 
Charles Langhauser, was denounced as a “whitewash” by one attorney. He 
was ejected from the proceedings. The jury (seven of the nine were white) 
listened to the testimony of officers regarding the homicide of Homer Ellis 
of East 33rd Street. Ellis, an accused looter, died of gunshot wounds to the 
chest. The police officers testified Ellis had been under the influence of 
alcohol. They w^ere not crass-examined by dictate of the court. 

Attorney Hugh Manes of the ACLU rose to his feel, demanded the right 
to cross-examine police witnesses. Langhauser restored order in the 
courtroom. Manes was thrown out. The jury deliberated for 40 minutes 
and ruled the killing a justifiable homicide,^ 

The same day, September 14th, 1965, Police Chief William Parker (the 
mentor of Daiyd Gates) sparred with City Councilman Tom Bradley, a 
former police lieutenant, in a committee room. What exactly did Parker 
mean, Bradley mused, when he testified that an “organized effort” was 
made to escalate the Watts riot? 

Parker mumbled something about a youth with a bullhorn. He said the 
police had identified the youth and linked him to an unnamed 
organization, Bradley asked if Parker could identify the youth and this 
organization. 

“Fm not going to identify him," Parker retorted. “Fm not going to do 
anything on hearsay until I have legal evidence. 

The day before, Chief Parker had testified in answer to questions 


65 









regarding sundry patterns of coordination amid the violence. Encoded 
radio messages interrupting normal police channels were cited by Chief 
Parker as “further evidence of organization.” Clandestine radio messages, 
of course, are the imprimatur of secret police agencies.^^ 

Parker said that further evidence of planning and organization came 
after the riot when, on a Labor Day w^eekend, the police department was 
subjected to a widespread ‘‘psychological warfare campaign,” indicating 
that new rioting was about to start. 

Evidence that the chaos had been incited cropped up everywhere. At an 
address before the Portland American Legion, conservative Republican 
Sen. George Murphy of California Laid blame on “vicious groups of 
trained troublemakers.”^^ The L*A. Police, Fire and Civil Defense 
Committee reported there were “definite patterns,” leading to the 
conclusion that there was some form of coordination. The commiltee said 
that rioting along 103rd Street in Walts “involved persons who are not 
generally considered residents of the area.”®^ The McCone Commission 
found no proof of prior planning, but charged that “inflammatory band^ 
bills” were distributed before the riot broke out—“the work of several 
gangs whose membership of young men range in age from 14 to 35 
years 

Mayor Sam Yorty wasn't mincing words. He blamed communist 
agitation. Yort).' told a Congressional committee that “known communists” 
had waged “a worldwide campaign to stigmatize all police as brutal. The 
cry of police brutality has been shouted in cities all over the world by 
communists, dupes and demagogues irrespective of the facts.” J. Edgar 
Hoover agreed, claiming that “for years it has been communist policy to 
charge ‘police brutality' in a calculated campaign to discredit law 
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enforcement and to accentuate racial issues. The riots and disorders of the 
past three years clearly highlight the success of this communist smear 
campaign 

However prevalent the communist agitation, police and soldiery were 
hamstrung in August 1965 by the negligence of law enforcement officials, 
as they would be in 1992. The California National Guard was called out 
six hours after Chief Parker requested assistance. The official order was 
signed by the lieutenant governor at 5:15 p.m. The telephone call to the 
governor's office was placed at 11:00 am., when the melee on the streets 
was out of control. By mid-afternoon, Chief Parker grumbled that he’d 
asked for Guiird troops and could not understand the delay. Lt. Gov. Glenn 
Anderson, who eventually signed the order, received the emergency call 
from Parker in the absence of Gov. Pat Brown, and left to attend a meeting 
at the University of California board of regents. In the meantime, the 
incineration of the ghetto was spreading, 

As for police, Chief Parker explained on the day following the first 
outburst that they stayed outside the original site of rioting, "‘so that we 
wouldn't be an irritant.'’^^ 

The whitewash was slightly soiled around the edges. After the Watts 
riots, a powerful designate of the Washington security “elite” stepped 
forward to martini ze any evidence of provocation. John McCone was CIA 
director when John Kennedy was murdered. He first testified at a W arren 
Commission hearing that Lee Harvey Oswald’s connections to the Agency 
were “minor,” when everyone around Oswald was in fact a CIA mover or 
flunky. Contradictory testimony at his next appearance was straightened 
by Counterintelligence Chief James Angleton, who rehearsed the leading 
CIA witnesses with note cards. “REPLIES THAT WILL BE GIVEN” at 
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the hearing, Angleton directed, would include: 

Q: Was Oswald an agent of the CIA? 

A: No. 

Q: Does the CIA have any evidence showing that a conspiracy existed 
to assassinate President Kennedy? 

A: No.^2 

McCone, like Angleton, was a Knight of Malta, the Vatican’s centuries^ 
old mililar>' order, allies of genocidal third-world dictators, Nazis, Mafia 
and the CIA.^^ The staunch ultra-conservative had amassed a great 
personal fortune in the steel and construction industries, McCone was 
appointed by John Kennedy to head the CIA as a concession to 
Republicans. The administration had come close to shutting dowm the 
Agency’s mind control program, but it was McCone who convinced 
Robert Kennedy to continue funding for brain and behavior 
experimentation.^'* He was also “keen” on the idea of dropping a nuclear 
bomb on Cuba.^^ After Kennedy was assassinated, William Bishop, a 
military intelligence officer considered by some to be a central conspirator, 
was discovered to have in his possession a file of phone numbers, 
including those of ace CIA pilot David Ferrie and Director John 
McCone. 

The McCone Report pinpointed racial and economic discrimination as 
the underpinnings of urban unrest in L.A,, as would the Christopher 
Commission’s report nearly 30 years later. (Chief Parker had his own 
thoughts on the riot’s causes, namely the erosion of respect for the law, 
and a constant flow of “propaganda” to the ghettos claiming that blacks are 
economically deprived,^^) Unfortunately, as Warren Christopher admits, 
public officials totally ignored the social and political recommendations of 



the McCone pancK^^ The report however did become a lo'uchstonc for 
beefing up the red squads and secret police units. 

The regression to para-fascistic police methods is only possible in a 
vacuum of accountability. Three decades following the turmoil of Walts, 
oversight is still almost nonexistent. From the Christopher report: 

Although the Cily Charter assigned the Police Commission ultimate 
control over [Police] Department policies, its authority ... is illusory.” 
The commission is passive, ^^essentially acting as a 'booster’ for the 
department. Councilman 2ev Yaroslavsky, responding to the report, said, 
‘The message is that without civilian oversight, the Police Department can 
run amok. . . . Every major problem that has risen in the Police Department 
was because of a lack of oversight.”^^ As for L.A/s minorities, caged 
birds rarely sing. 
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